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NO.  4. 


THE  SUMNER  FAMILY. 

Jamaica  Plain^  ^ug.  1st,  1855. 

Mr.  Drake  : 

Dear  Sir, — I send  you  an  engraving  of  the  Church  St.  Edburg,  of 
Bicester,  in  the  County  of  Oxford,  Eng.,  a drawing  of  which  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Somerby,  on  the  spot,  in  1854.  In  a letter  from  him  to  me,  en- 
closing the  drawing,  he  says:  “The  Church  St.  Edburg  was  erected 
about  the  year  1400,  on  the  site  and  with  the  materials  of  a more  ancient 
structure,  built  by  St.  Birinus.”  In  this  church  one  of  my  ancestors 
(Roger)  was  buried,  and  another,  (William,  who  came  to  this  country) 
was  baptized. 

I also  send  you  some  more  matter  relating  to  the  Sumner  family,  and 
some  corrections  of  former  communications. 

I had,  as  you  well  know,  four  hundred  extra  copies  of  the  Memoir  of 
my  father,  and  some  reminiscences,  by  myself,  which  was  inserted  in  the 
eighth  volume  of  the  Register,  (with  some  additions),  printed,  and  dis- 
tributed to  the  friends  of  the  family,  and  other  individuals  and  public 
libraries  throughout  the  United  States.  I have  received  upwards  of  two 
hundred  answers  from  the  eminent  individuals  and  public  characters  to 
whom  my  ’rcular  was  addressed.  Some  of  them  make  observations 
and  allusions  to  my  father’s  conduct  and  character  which  are  highly  grati- 
fying to  his  descendants ; and,  containing  the  sentiments  and  views  of 
distinguished  and  prominent  men  in  society,  they  are  deserving  of  a place 
in  the  Register.  But,  as  the  present  article  is  so  long,  I send  you  now, 
only  a copy  of  the  very  interesting  letter  of  my  kinswoman,  Clarissa 
Sumner,  of  Dorchester.  The  rest  you  shall  have  a selection  of,  if  you 
wish,  at  some  future  time.  Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedt.  servt., 

WM.  H.  SUMNER. 

The  following  is  the  letter  referred  to,  in  answer  to  the  inquiries  which 
a former  letter  induced  me  to  make  : 
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Pqrcjie^ten^  Dec.  12//t,  ’54. 

Gen.  Sumner';  '^\\%\\\  \ ' '[  < '/‘I:  ; 

Dear  Sir, — Agr.e^a'Uly /t<)'‘-ybuvcwishes  4‘'*’givc ‘'$uch  information  as  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain.  ^,,Qur„fii,rm  is.s4wmted  on  the  Neponset  River, 
about  half  a mile  east  of  thfe  |f^rm  youi'ifq.ther  once  owned,  and  on  the 
road  from  Dorchester  to  Dedham  ; is  about  ,seyeft  ^niles  from  Dorchester 
Heights,  and  on^  riidb'/rbW^I)oVc^!P^tfey..a^  Milt|mUpJ)er  Mills.  Before 
the  Revolution  ^hq  I<a«d  Jwas"  Wood  by  G^pt!  Joint  Dfomans,  grandfather 
of  the  present  Dr.  Homans,  of  Boston,  and  was  sold  to  my  father,  Wil- 
liam Sumner,  April  13th,  1787.  Immediately  after  purchasing  this,  my 
father  engaged  in  the  paper  making  business,  with  Mr.  Richard  Clark, 
who,  dying  soon  after,  he  became  sole  owner  of  the  mills  and  water 
privilege.  In  the  year  1798,  he  built  a new  paper  mill,  continued  in 
the  business  more  than  thirty  years,  and  owned  the  mills  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  183G.  In  the  year  1832,  he  built  a cotton  factory  near  the 
paper  mill,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1837.  He  was  a large  land- 
holder, and  was  actively  engaged  in  farming.  Messrs.  Tileston  and 
Hollingsworth  now  own  the  privilege,  and  have  built  new  and  extensive 
paper  mills  on  the  old  site.  My  father’s  first  wife  (my  mother)  was 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Minot,  of  Dorchester.  He  lived  with  Mr.  Minot 
before  he  was  married,  and  attended  the  Boston  Market  with  his  son, 
George  Minot,  who  was  noted  for  bringing  the  powder  and  cannon  clan- 
vlestinely  out  of  Boston.  I have  heard  ?ny  father  say^  that  he  has  seen  Dr. 
Warren  sit  on  his  horse  in  the  market-place,  for  hours,  with  a crowd 
around  him,  disputing  with  the  British  officers. 

The  fascines  used  in  the  fortification  of  Dorchester  Heights  were  cut 
from  the  Homans  Land,  early  in  the  preceding  summer  ; a lieutenant 
and  thirty  men  were  engaged  in  cutting  and  binding  the  white  birch  and 
swamp  brush.  The  spot  was  probably  selected  on  account  of  its  obscu- 
rity, by  General  Washington  himself,  as  it  is  said  he  rode  over  the  ground 
some  time  before  the  building  of  the  fort.  The  fascines  were  removed 
to  Little  Neck,  now  Washington  Village,*  in  the  lower  part  of  Dorches- 
ter. When  the  order  was  given  for  beginning  the  forts,  three  hundred 
teams  under  the  charge  of  Air.  Goddard,  of  Brookline,  were  put  in  mo- 
tion in  the  evening,  and  the  whole  mass  of  fascines  were  removed  to  the 
south-west  side  of  the  hill,  being  carried  to  the  top  by  hand.  Not  the 
sound  of  a human  voice  was  heard  through  the  night.  The  men  were 
not  allowed  to  speak  to  each  other  or  their  teams.  He  saw  General 
Washington  that  night  at  [Dorchester,  now]  South  Boston,  as  he  rode 
toward  the  Heights,  accompanied  by  a few  officers.  My  father  was  in 
the  service  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  as  ensign  without  commission,  in 
the  company  of  Capt.  Elijah  Vose,  of  Milton,  in  what  was  called  the 
“eight  months’  service,”  and  for  which  he  received  a pension.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Alarm  List  until  the  11th  of  March,  1776,  when  the  British 
evacuated  Boston.  During  this  period,  he  was  called  on  for  active  ser- 
vice, on  any  and  every  emergency, — the  first  two  months,  under  Gen. 
Heath  and  Col.  Greaton,  in  Dorchester,  and  afterwards  in  Cambridge, 
at  Fort  No.  2,  during  six  months.  He  helped  build  forts  at  Lowell 
Point,  Plowed  Hill,  and  Cobble  Hill.  He  commanded  one  of  the  three 
boats  sent  at  one  time  to  burn  the  light  house,  on  Long  Island,  in  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  He  was  commissioned  ensign  by  order  of  the  Congress 


* This  village  and  land  adjoining 
annexed  to  Boston  in  May,  1855. 


of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  aces,  was 
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of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  dated  May  19th,  1775,  signed  by 
Joseph  Warren,  President,  p.  t.  ; and  countersigned  by  Samuel  Freeman, 
Secretary,  p.  t.  I believe  it  can  be  said  that  he  was,  as  Pope  said,  one 
of  the  noblest  works  of  God,  an  honest  man. 

We  4iave  many  ancient  deeds,  wills,  inventories,  letters,  &c.,  which  I 
have  been  looking  over,  and  which  might  be  interesting  to  some  other 
branch  of  the  family.  These  papers  are  in  a somewhat  disordered  con- 
dition, and  examining  them  has  caused  some  of  the  delay  of  this  letter. 
Among  them,  is  an  indenture,  on  parchment,  between  Wm.  Sumner  and 
Wm.  Swift,  dated  1650,  which  William  was  the  son  of  Roger  Sumner, 
of  Burcester  als.  Bissester,  whose  will  was  dated  the  3d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1608,  and  proved  in  the  Archbishop’s  Court,  in  the  diocese  of  Oxon. 
Whether  this  William  Sumner  is  the  ancestor  mentioned  in  the  Gene- 
alogy, or  any  relative  of  his,  I know  not.  Why  should  this  docu- 
ment be  in  our  possession  if  this  Sumner  were  not  our  ancestor  ? I 
inclose  a copy  of  this  indenture,  written  by  the  Hon.  James  Savage,  of 
Boston,  who  was  interested  in  deciphering  the  difficult  text.  There  is 
also  a will  (probably  not  the  one  which  was  proved)  by  William  Sumner, 
the  ancestor,  dated  June  20th,  1680,  the  signature  to  which  corresponds 
with  the  fac-simile  in  the  Genealogy  ; in  it  is  the  name  of  his  daughter, 
Joane  Way,  but  not  the  given  name  of  her  husband.  There  is  a deed, 
dated  Feb.  18th,  1724,  by  Aaron  Way,  Sen.,  and  William  Way,  Sen  , 
conveying  all  their  lands  inherited  from  Wm.  Sumner,  deceased,  in  Dor- 
chester, in  New  England;  these,  we  suppose,  must  be  the  children 
of  Joane  Way.  The  name  of  Aaron  Way,  Jun.,  is  subscribed  ‘ as 
witness  to  the  deed.  We  have  also  an  inventory  of  the  estate  of  Roger 
Sumner,  dated  May  26th,  1698,  and  its  division  among  his  children.  A 
part  of  his  estate  descended  from  his  son  William,  to  my  grandfather, 
Seth ; then,  to  my  father,  William,  and  is  now  owned  by  my  brother, 
Rufus  Pond  Sumner,  who  has  ten  sons  and  one  daughter.  It  is  situ- 
ated on  Brush  Hill,  in  Milton. 

I believe  Dr.  Henry  Gardner  wrote  an  obituary  notice  of  the  late 
Jeremiah  Smith  Boies,  who  lived  in  this  neighborhood  in  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  which  contained  some  information  in  regard  to  the  fascines 
and  their  removal  to  Dorchester  Heights,  and  which  was  published  in 
the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  [2d  April,  1851.]  Dr.  Smith,  the  present 
Mayor  of  Boston,  in  an  oration  before  the  inhabitants  of  South  Boston,  [in 
1835,]  also  gives  some  particulars  of  the  building  of  the  forts  on  the 
Heights.*  You  must  excuse  the  delay  of  this  letter,  for  I am  not 
accustomed'to  make  out  such  documents. 

Yours,  with  much  respect, 

Clarissa  Sumner. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Sumner  family  in  the 
April  number  of  the  Register,  (1854),  I have  received  from  H.  G.  Som- 
erby.  Esq.,  who  is  nowt  in  England,  copies  from  the  Parish  Register  of 
Bicester,  county  of  Oxford,  giving  the  date  of  the  .baptism  of  William 
Sumner,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  family  to  this  country,  the  maiden 
name  of  his  wife,  and  date  of  their  marriage  ; also  the  dates  of  the  bap- 
tisms of  the  only  two  of  their  sons,  Roger  and  George,  whose  names  are 
recorded  in  the  above-named  Parish  Register.  Although  William,  their 


^ See  Vol.  VI.  p.  255. 

f jMr.  Somerby  returne.1  to  Boston  Aug.  2d,  of  this  year. — £d. 
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elder  brother,  was  probably  born  in  Bicester,  his  name  does  not  appear 
on  the  records,  there  being  a chasm  between  the  years  1625  and  1631. 

George  was  the  father  of  Edward,  who  was  the  father  of  Increase, 
the  father  of  Governor  Sumner,  the  father  of  Gen.  W.  H.  Sumner. 

Mr.  Somerby,  as  will  be  seen  below,  has  given  us  one  generation  far- 
ther back  in  England, — thereby  correcting  an  error  in  the  genealogy, 
(page  128rf),  which  states  that  William,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Dor- 
chester, was  the  son  of  William.,  whereas  he  was  the  son  of  Roger. 
Roger  had  a brother  William,  the  names  of  whose  children  are  here 
given  ; but  we  learn  nothing  farther  concerning  them. 

Roger  Sumner,  the  elder,  was  buried  in  the  Bicester  churchyard,  4 Dec., 
1608.  It  is  not  known  where  he  was  born.  He  married  Joan  Franklin,  at 
Bicester,  2d  Nov.,  1601.  Her  second  husband  was  Marcus  Brian,  whom 
she  married,  10  Jan.,  1611.  William,  only  son  and  heir  of  Roger  and  Joan 
(Franklin)  Sumner,  was  baptized  at  Bicester,  27th  Jan.  1604-5.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  West,  22d  Oct.,  1625,  and  had  children,  (beside  the  aforenamed 
William,)  Roger,  who  was  baptized  at  Bicester,  8th  Aug.,  1632,  and  George, 
who  was  baptized  at  the  same  place,  1 March,  1633-4.  Also  Samuel, 
Increase,  Joan  and  Abigail,  who  were  born  in  Dorchester,  Mass.  See 
N.  E.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Reg..,  vol.  viii.  p.  128e. 

William  Sumner,  of  Bicester,  (brother  of  Roger,  the  elder,  and  men- 
tioned in  his  will  below,)  married  1st.,  Alice  Harte,  1 1th  July,  1577. 
She  was  buried,  3 March,  1585-6.  Their  children  were,  Christobel, 
baptized  6th  and  buried  11th  Feb.,  1579-80.  Joan,  baptized  3 May,  1584. 
His  2d  wife  was  Mary  Mercer,  whom  he  married  18th  Nov.  1587.  Mr. 
Sumner  was  buried  18th  March  1596-7.  Mary,  his  widow,  was  buried 
13  Sept.,  1604.  They  had  children  : — Susan,  baptized  24th  Jan.  1587-8. 
Peter,  baptized  8th  and  buried  13th  Feb.,  1588-9.  Roger,  baptized  25th 
Feb.,  1589-90.  Richard,  ^baptized  25th  June  and  buried  29th  July, 
1594.  George  baptized  17th  Aug.,  1595.  All  these  children  of  Wil- 
liam were  baptized  in  Bicester  church. 

The  Parish  Register  of  Bicester  begins  in  1538,  and  is  perfect  with 
the  exception  of  the  interval  between  the  years  1625  and  1631,  before 
mentioned. 

The  following  additional  baptisms  and  burials  were  also  copied  from 
the  records  at  Bicester.  Though  bearing  the  names  of  Somner  or  Sum- 
ner, we  are  unable  to  connect  them  with  the  families  noticed  in  this 
article. 

“ Baptized. — 31  May,  1583,  Thomas  Hodge,  alias  Somner  ; 8 March, 
1619-20,  Mary  Sumner;  17  Nov.  1622,  Alice  Somner. 

“Buried. — 24  Oct^  1576,  Maud  Somner;  6 June,  1632,  Anne  Sum- 
ner.” 

The  following  extract  from  the  will  of  Roger  Sumner,  was  copied  by 
Mr.  Somerby,  from  the  Record  of  Wills  in  Oxford  : — 

The  last  Will  Nuncupative  of  Roger  Sumner,  of  Burcester,  als  Bys- 
siter,  in  the  county  of  Oxon,  Husbandman,  deceased,  made  and  declared 
by  him  by  word  of  mouth,  the  third  day  of  December,  Anno  Dmi  1608, 
in  the  p^sense  of  Willim  Wickins,  John  Hudson,  and  Thomas  Crosse,  as 
followeth. 

Imprimis,  he  being  in  his  pfecte  memory,  his  soule  he  bequeathed 
unto  the  hands  of  Allrnightie  god,  and  his  body  to  the  earth  from  whence 
it  came.  He  appointed  and  bequeathed  his  goods  as  followeth  : 

Item.  I doe  give  and  bequeath  unto  Joane  my  wyffe,  and  Willm  my 
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sonn,  equally  betwene  them,  the  estate  of  my  house,  wthall  the  comody- 
ties  thereof,  duringe  the  lyfe  of  Joane  my  wife,  And,  after  her  lyffe,  the 
whole  lyfinge  to  Willm  my  sonn  and  his  heyres.  And  it  is  my  will  that 
Joane,  my  wyfe,  shall  have  the  gov^’ment  and  rule  of  Willm,  my  sonn, 
duringe  all  the  time  of  his  mynoritie,  untill  he  come  to  the  full  Age  of 
xxj  yeres.  And  further,  I do  give  and  bequeath  unto  W*".  my  sonn, 
xiij'b  vja  viij'^  of  lawfull  English  money,  to  be  paid  him  at  his  age  of  xxj‘'® 
yeres,  or  at  the  day  of  the  death  of  Joane,  my  wyfe,  if  she  happen  to 
dye  or  decease  before  my  sonn  Willm  come  to  the  said  age  of  one  and 
Twentie  yeres.  Item,  it  is  my  will,  that  Joane,  my  wyfe,  shall  not  make 
anie  manner  of  wylfull  wast  or  spoyle  uppon  the  said  lyfinge  and  prem- 
isses, duringe  the  lyfe  of  the  said  Joane,  my  wyfe.  Item,l  doe  give  and 
bequeath  unto  my  brother  Willm  Sumner,  his  Children,  being  five  of 
them,  xxxs  of  lawfull  English  money  to  be  equally  devided  betwene 
them,  to  be  paid  them  w^^in  one  yere  next  after  my  decease.  The  rest 
of  all  my  goods,  as  well  moveable  as  unmoveable,  my  debts  paid,  my 
funeral  discharged,  and  this  my  last  will  and  testarn^  fulfilled  and  kepte, 
I doe  give  and  bequeath  unto  Joane,  my  wyfe,  whome  1 doe  make  my 
whole  Executrix  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament.  I appointe  ov^'seers 
of  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  Willm  Wickins  & Henry  Francklin, 
John  X Hedson,  W"“  Wykins,  Thomas  Crosse. 

Proved  March  22,  1608-9. 

The  following  are  a portion  of  the  original  documents  in  possession  of 
Miss  Clarissa  Sumner,  of  Dorchester,  several  of  which  are  referred  to  in 
her  letter,  inserted  in  this  article.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William,* 
the  son  of  Seth,^  and  a descendant  from  Roger,*  the  second  son  of  Wil- 
liam,^ of  Dorchester. 

1.  An  Indenture  made  15  Sep*.  1637,  between  Joshua  Carter  & Wil- 
liam Somner,  both  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  in  which  Carter  sells  unto  Sum- 
ner his  house  and  two  home  lots,  together  with  his  great  lot,  and  3 acres 
of  meadow  next  vnto  Mr  Roger  Williams,  for  <£28.  Signed,  Joshua  Car- 
ter. Witnessed  by  Oliuer  Purchis  & John  Strong. 

2.  A Deed  from  Henry  Woodward,  of  Dorchester,  husbandman,  to 
William  Sumner,  of  8 acres  of  land,  in  Dorchester.  Consideration,  £14. 
Dated  10  Nov.  1659.  Witnessed  by  Roger  Clap,  Hopestill  Foster,  Wil- 
liam Blake.  Acknowledged  by  Henry  Woodward  & Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
before  Humphrey  Atherton,  14  (9)  1659. 

3.  The  disposition  of  the  lands  of  Roger  Sumner  in  the  second  Divi- 
sion in  Dorchester.  “This  was  Read  before  the  towne  this  6 : 12  : in 
1671,  and  ordered  to  be  Recorded.” 

4.  The  Inventory  of  Roger  Sumner’s  estate,  taken  by  order  of  Court, 
29  June,  1698.  The  Estate  aCLancaster,  apprized  by  Ralph  Houghton, 
James  Atherton  & Joseph  Houghton.  The  Estate  at  Milton,  taken  by 
Thomas  Uose,  Ralph  Houghton  & Samuel  Triscot,  14  Dec.,  1700. 
Mary*  Sumner,  the  widow  of  Roger,  to  have,  as  her  thirds,  the  old  end 
o£  the  dwelling  house  in  Milton,  valued  at  .£18.18".  Their  eldest  son. 


* This  was,  probably,  the  Mary  Josselyn,  dau.  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca,  who,  with 
their  four  other  children,  were  among  the  passengers  in  the  ship  Increase,  that  em- 
barked from  London  for  New  England,  17  April,  1635.  Mary  was,  at  that  time, 
‘‘one  year  old.”  See  Savage's  Gleanings,  in  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  3d  series,  vol.  8,  p. 
256.  N.  E.  Hist,  and  Genl.  Reg.  for  July,  1848,  p.  306  ; viii.  128€. 
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Samuel,  then  deceased,  had  left  an  estate  in  Lancaster,  a division  of 
which  vv^as  made  to  his  heirs.  The  names  of  the  other  children  of  Roger, 
mentioned  in  this  inventory,  are,  William,  Ebenezer,  Waitstill  Tucker, 
Mary  Nichols,  &,  Rebeckah  Hubart.  To  William  was  given  a house 
and  20  acres'of  land  purchased  of  John  Dike. 

5.  The  VV^ill  of  William  Sumner,  Senior,  of  Dorchester,  made  23  June, 
1681,  in  which,  he  divides  all  his  “ land  & housing  ” into  six  parts  ; one 
part,  each,  to  his  sons  Roger,  George,  Samuel,  Increase,  & his  dau.  Jo- 
ane  Way;  the  other  sixth  part  to  be  divided  amongst  his  eldest  son  Wil- 
liam’s children,  there  being  nine  of  them.  His  four  children,  last  men- 
tioned, to  be  executors.  He  gives  to  two  of  his  servants,  Rebecca  Adams 
& Anthony  Hancocke,  20®  each.  Deacon  James  Blake  and  Seriant 
Samuel  Clap,  overseers.  Witnessed  by  Elias  Mavericke,  Richard  Way, 
Edward  Dorr. 

In  a Codecil  he  adds  his  son,  Roger,  to  the  rest  of  his  brethen,  as 
’ joint  executors.  Witnessed  by  John  Blake  & Hannah  Blake. 

0.  The  moveable  estate  of  William  Sumner,  sen^.  is  divided  amongst 
the  19  children  of  W"' Sumner;  12  children  of  Roger;  8 of  George; 
13  of  Samuel  ; 8 of  Increase  ; 22  of  Aron  Way. 

The  following  memorandum  is  on  the  back  of  this  document : — 
“ Whereas  it  hath  pleased  All  mighty  God  in  the  Way  of  his  holy  provi- 
dence to  Take  away  our  honored  father  by  death,  William  Sumner,  the 
aged,  of  Dorchester,  this  ninth  day  of  Desember  in  the  yeare  1088.  The 


Charges  of  his  desente  buriall  is  as  followeth 

£ s.  d. 

In  primise  gloues 

01.18.09 

in  Wine 

01.11.02 

It.  for  the  Cofein 

00.08.00 

It.  for  diging  the  graue 

00.04.00 

It  for  recording  his  death 

00.04.00 

It.  for  ringing  the  bell 

00.01.00 

[ 4.  C.ll] 

Abstract  of  an  Indenture  made  10  April,  1650,  between  William  Sum- 
ner of  Burcester  als.  Bisseter,  Co.  Oxon,  yeoman,  of  the  one  part,  and 
William  Swift,  of  the  same  town,  yeoman,  of  the  other  part.  Whereas 
the  right  hon.  William,  late  Earl  of  Derby,  by  one  fine  levied  before  the 
Justices  of  the  Common  Pleas,  at  Westminster,  in  the  39^^‘  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  between  Thomas  Wickens  and  Thomas 
Clemens,  complainants,  and  the  said  Earl,  did  grant  unto  said  Wickens 
and  Clemens  one  messuage  and  tenement,  situate  in  Burcester,  als.  Bis- 
seter, in  a place  called  St.  Johns  End,  and  all  barns,  courts,  gardens,  &c. 
thereunto  belongmg,  and  one  close  of  pasture,  containing  by  estimation 
one  acre  of  ground,  lying  on  the  West  side  of  said  messuage,  and  three 
quarters  of  a yard  land  of  arable,  and  one  piece  of  ground,  called  Thrum- 
well,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre  and  three  leies  and  a half,  in  a 
place  called  Town  Langford,  and  one  rood  of  meadow  in  Town  Lar>g- 
ford,  and  one  half  acre,  in  a place  called  Swan’s  Nest,  and  all  commons 
belonging,  all  which  premises  were  then  in  the  possession  of  Roger 
Surnner,  his  assign  or  assigns.  To  have  and  to  hold,  &c.,  from  the  feast 
of  St.  Michael,  the  Archangel,  last  past  before  the  said  fine,  unto  the  full 
erjd  of  10,000  years.  • And  Whereas  the  said  Wickens  and  Clemens  by 
their  indenture  bearing  date,  22  March,  in  the  40^^  year  of  the  reign  of 
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Elizabeth,  for  the  consideration  therein  mentioned,  have  assigned  unto 
said  Roger  Sumner,  then  of  Burcester,  als.  Bisseter,  husbandman,  all  the 
before  recited  premises,  &c.,  which  said  Sumner  by  his  last  will,  nuncu- 
pative, bearing  date,  3 Dec.  1608,  did  give  the  said  premises  with  the 
appurtenances,  and  the  said  William  Sumner,  party  to  these  presents, 
son  of  the  said  Roger,  by  said  will  proved  in  the  Archdeacons  Court,  in 
the  diocese  of  Oxon  may  appear.  Now  this  Indenture  Witnesseth,  that 
the  said  William  Sumner,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  threescore  and 
ten  pounds  to  him  paid  by  the  said  William  Swift,  at  the  delivery  of 
these  presents,  the  receipt  whereof  he  doth  acknowledge,  doth  sell  unto 
said  Swift,  all  the  messuage  or  tenement  at  St.  John’s  End  and  the  close 
aforesaid  on  the  west  side,  and  the  half  of  the  [residue  of  the  before 
mentioned]  premises  separated  from  the  other  moiety  fgrmerly  sold  by 
said  William  Sumner  unto  Richard  Clemens  of  Burcester,  mercer.  To 
have  and  to  hold,  &c.  In  witness  whereof  the  parties,  first  abovenamed, 
have  set  their  hands  & seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written.  In 
the  presence  of  John  Dowk,  Harcourt  Pettys,  William  Hotte,  Jeffery 
Smith. 

Corrections  and  Additions  to  the  Genealogy  of  the  Sumner  Family.,  puh‘ 
lished  in  the  Register  for  April.,  1854. 

Page  128^.  (33.)  Rebecca^  Sumner,  dau.  of  SamueP  and  Rebecca, 
m.  Ephraim  Wilson,  of  Dedham,  10  May,  1681.  He  was  a son  of  Henry 
and  Mary  (Metcalf)  Wilson,  The  children  of  Ephraim  and  Rebecca 
were: — Ephraim,^  b.  27  (12)  K)83  ; Samuel,"*  b.  5 April,  1687;  Re- 
becca,"* b.  28  Jan.  1694.  Ephraim,  senr.,  was  deacon  of  the  first  church 
in  Dedham,  and  died  there,  19  July,  1769,  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age, 
and  34th  of  his  office.  See  note  in  Reg.  for  1854,  p.  175,  where  his 
name  may  be  found  in  connection  with  a school  legacy  to  the  town  of 
Dedham. 

Page  128A.  (61.)  Abigail,  dau.  of  Deacon  Samuel  and  Abigail  (Old- 
ham) Frothingham,  was  born  30  Sept.  1709,  and  was  m.  in  Charlestown, 
16th  May,  1734,  to  SamueD-Sumner.  She  died  prior  to  1750. 

Page  1287?.  (185.)  Charles  Cushing  Sheafe,  4th  child  of  Lucy®  and 
Henry  Sheafe,  rn.  Sarah  Johnson,  in  Feb.  1852. 

The  name  of  Harriet,®  the  eighth  child  of  Elizabeth^  Sumner  and 
Charles  Cushing,  was  omitted  on  page  128;?.  She  was  born  30  March, 
1784  ; took  the  small  pox  in  the  natural  way  in  1791,  by  which  she  lost 
her  sight.  She  died  2 Dec.  1807. 

Page  128?".  M rs.  Elizabeth  Breedon,  there  mentioned,  was  a dau.  of 
Elizabeth  Roberts,*  and  died  13  April,  1713.  She  had  a brother  Nicho- 
las, to  whom  she  leased  Noddles  Island  in  1700  (see  note,  page  128^)  ; 
also  a sister  Mary,  who  m.  Robert  Breedon,  and  had  two  sons,  John  and 
Samuel ; and  a sister  Sarah,  who  m.  John  Richardson,  by  whom  she  had 
children  : — Elizabeth,  John,  (of  Bristol,  Eng.,  who  died  before  1700,  will 
dated  1 Sept.  1692),  Sarah,  Mary,  Stephen,  Samuel,  Anna.  Elizabeth 
m.  Samuel  Shrimpton,  Jr.  She  died  25  June,  1757.  Their  dau.  and 
only  child,  Elizabeth,  m.  John  Yeamans,  in  Boston,  6 May,  1720,  and 
had  a son,  Shute  Shrimpton  Yeamans,  born  20  Aug.  1721.  John  Yea- 
mans  died  at  Richmond,  co.  Surry,  Eng  , not  in  1767,  as  there  stated, 
but  in  1749  ; the  day  uncertain,  but  previous  to  the  4th  of  October. 


* Will  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Roberts,  of  F ondon,  widow,  made  26  Feb.  1700;  among 
her  relatives  she  mentions  her  sister  Baker,  and  cousins  Edmond  and  John  Baker. 
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Sarah,  the  second  dau.  of  Sarah  Richardson,  and  sister  of  Elizabeth 
Shrimpton,  m.  John  Wells,  of  England. 

Page  1285,  line  10  from  top.  The  maiden  name  of  wid.  Doane,  who 
m.  David  S.  Greenough,  was  not  Ann  Hough,  but  Ann  Doane. 

In  November,  1786,  a part  of  the  County  of  Davidson,  N.  C.,  {now 
Tenn.)^  was  erected  into  a county  by  the  name  of  Sumner.  This  name 
was  given  as  a testimony  of  respect  and  gratitude  to  Brigadier  General 
Jethro  Sumner  of  the  North  Carolina  line,  who  continued  during  the 
whole  war  in  the  service  of  his  country.  He  acted  a distinguished  part 
in  many  of  the  hottest  actions  which  took  place  during  the  war,  and  was 
as  eminent  for  personal  valor  as  he  was  for  his  equanimity  and  suavity 
of  manners. 

General  Jethro  Sumner  was  a native  of  Virginia.  After  the  war  he 
married  a wealthy  widow  at  Newbern,  and  died  in  Warren  County,  N.  C. 
The  following  inscription  is  upon  his  tombstone  : “ To  the  memory  of  Gen- 
eral Jethro  Sumner,  one  of  the  heroes  of  ’76,”  See  Wheeler’s  His- 
tory of  North  Carolina.,  p.  425.  Lessing’s  Field  Book  of  the  Revolution., 
pp.  625  and  697.  Southron,  1841,  p.  39. 

The  town  of  Sumner,  Oxford  County,  Me.,  derived  its  name  from 
Gov.  Increase  Sumner,  and  was  incorporated  in  1798.  This  was  one  of 
the  180  towns  mentioned  in  the  Register,  vol.  viii.  p.  123,  which,  in 
1799,  gave  the  Governor  a unanimous  vote. 

The  following  additional  account  of  that  branch  of  the  Sumner  family 
that  settled  in  Middletown,  Ct.,  has  been  prepared  from  materials  fur- 
nished by  John  A.  Sumner,  Esq.,  of  Middletown,  forwarded  by  Hon. 
Increase  Sumner  of  Great  Barrington,  Mass. : — 

William,®  son  of  William,®  and  Elizabeth  (Clement)  Sumner,  grandson 
of  William*  and  Mary  Sumner  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and  great-grandson 
of  Roger,  of  Bicester,  Eng.,  mentioned  before,  was  born  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  9th  Feb.  1656  ; had  wife  Hannah,  and  settled  in  Middletown, 
Ct.,  previous  to  the  6th  of  Oct.  1687.  He  dmd  there,  20  July,  1703, 
aged  47  years.*  See  “ Genealogy  of  the  Sumner  Family,”  Reg.,  1854, 
p.  128/.  A few  errors  occur  in  the  note,  on  p.  128A,  which  are  here 
believed  to  be  rectified. 

WiLLiAM®t  and  Hannah  Sumner  had  children: — William,^  b.  in  Bos- 
ton, 22  Nov.  1675.  Hezekiah,'*  b.  in  Boston,  21  Feb.  1683,  m.  Abigail 
Bidwell,  10  Feb.  1703.  He  died  7 May,  1740.  Sarah*  b.  29  Dec. 
1685,  m.  Nathaniel  Stow,. 11  Feb.  1703,  and  had  nine  children.  Dan- 
iel* b.  26  Sept.  1688.  Ebenezer*  b.  28  Sept.  1691,  died  19  March, 
1698.  A dau.  Hannah,  birth  not  recorded,  died  18  March,  1689.  In- 
ventory of  William,®  was  taken  in  Aug.  1703,  in  which  only  three  of  his 
children,  Hezekiah,'^  Daniel,^  and  Sarah,**  are  mentioned.  Abigail  Frary, 
wid.  of  Lieut.  Hezekiah  Sumner,  died  May  13,  1772,  ae.  90  years. 

Hezekiah,**  had  William,^  b.  12  Jan.  1705,  m.  Hannah  Clark,  15  Jan. 
1723-4,  d.  15  Nov.  1739.  Hannah^  b.  17  March,  1707.  Abigail,^  b. 
20  Oct.  1711.  A dau.^  b.  and  d.  25  Aug.  1713.  Daniel^  b.  26  Dec. 
1714,  d.  15  Aug.  1794.  Elizabeth,^  b.  7 June,  1718. 


* On  settling  at  Middletown,  William  Sumner  bought  house  and  lands  of  William 
Harris,  of  that  town,  who  received  of  Mr.  Sumner  a house  and  two  lots  of  land  in 
Boston.  One  of  these  lots  was  near  the  ferry  to  Charlestown. 

f It  is  said  that  this  is  the  William  Sumner  who  m.  Rachel  Avery  ; if  so,  his  first 
child  William  could  not  have  been  the  son  of  his  wife  Hannah. 
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William*  and  Hannah  (Clark)  Sumner,  had  Hezekiah^  b.  4 Dec. 
1724,  m.  Desire  Higgins,  10  Feb.  1743-4.  They  removed  to  Otis,  Mass., 
in  1761.  Hannah,^  b.  20  June,  1726.  Sarah, ^ b.  12  July,  1728.  Mary,^ 
b.  8 June,  1730.  William^  b.  14  Jan.  1733,  m.  Huldah  Stillman,  of 
Wethersfield,  Ct.,  9 Sept.  1756.  He  died  at  Saybrook,  Ct.,  2 Oct.  1758. 
She  died  17  Nov.  1775.  Col.  John^  b.  30  June,  1735,  m.  Elizabeth 
Kent,  9 March,  1758.  She  died  29  Oct.  1761,  ae.  28  years.  He  after- 
wards m.  Elizabeth  Reynolds.  He  died  7 Feb.  1787.  Ebenezer,^  b. 

14  Aug.  1737. 

Hezekiah*^  and  Desire  (Higgins)  Sumner  had  Samuel,’’  b.  25  Sept. 
1744.  Tahitha,’’  b.  14  Dec.  1746,  d.  5 Nov.  1747.  Clement,^  b.  26 
Sept.  1748.  Tabitha^  b.  16  July,  1750.  Abigail^  b.  13  June,  1752. 
Desire,’  b.  15  Sept.  1754,  d.  1 May,  1758.  Hezekiah’  b.  13  Aug.  1757. 
Daniel’  b.  26  May,  1759,  m.  Lucy  Cook  about  1780.  She  died  21  May, 
1780,  in  the  32d  year  of  her  age.  He  m.  2d,  Hannah  Watson,  26 
Nov.  1789.  She  was  born  in  April,  1768,  and  died  5 Sept.  1848.  Dan- 
iel^ d.  23  Nov.  1838.  Desire,’  b.  7 Jan.  1765. 

William®  and  Huldah  (Stillman)  Sumner  had  William’  b.  9 July, 
1757,  m.  Rebecca  Arnold,  1 May,  1783.  He  was  a soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lution. She  died  31  Oct.  1838,  ae.  97.  He  died  19  Nov.  1846.  Hul- 
dah’ b.  5 March,  1759. 

Col.  .loHN®  and  Elizabeth  (Kent)  Sumner  had  John’  b.  10  Oct. 
1759,  d.  at  sea,  19  Sept.  1793.  Joshua’ d.  at  Westfield,  Mass. 

Col.  John®  by  his  2d  wife  Elizabeth  (Reynolds)  had  Elizabeth’  b. 
in  1763,  d.  3 April,  1830.  Lucy’  b.  in  1765,  d.  13  Aug.  1772.  Lucy’ 
m.  5 March,  1796,  Henry  Le  Due,  still  living  in  Delaware,  Ohio.  Ruth,’ 
b.  Feb.  1770,  d.  16  Aug.  same  year.  Ruth’  b.  in  1773,  d.  12  June, 
1833.  William,’  b.  in  1780,  d.  28  Sept.  1838.  Clarissa,’  still  living. 
Charles^  d.  in  the  West  Indies;  age  unknown. 

Daniel^  and  Lucy  (Cook)  Sumner  had  Daniel,^  b.  9 May,  1780,  d. 
11  Sept.  1809.  William,^  b.  3 May,  1782.  Lucy,^  b.  15  June,  1784,  d. 

5 Dec.  1828.  Darius,^  b.  7 March,  1786,  d.  in  1845.  Mary,^  b. 

6 April,  1788. 

Daniel"^  by  his  2d  wife,  Hannah  (Watson),  had  Almira,^  b.  25  Sept. 
1790.  Emilia^  b.  15  March,  1792.  Watson,^  b.  29  May,  1794,  (physi- 
cian), d.  Feb.  847.  Susanna^  b.  9 Nov.  797,  d.  7 Aug.  800. 
Increase,^  b.  13  May,  1801.  E.  Newton.^  b.  18  Nov.  1806,  d.  18  Sept. 
1808.  Caroline,^  b 19  Feb.  1810. 

William^  and  Rebecca  (Arnold)  Sumner  had  William,^  b.  8 Nov. 
1784,  m.  Esther  Bacon,  14  Jan.  1822.  Huldah,^  b.  1 Oct.  1786,  d.  27 
Jan.  1807.  John  H.,^  b.  30  Dec.  1788,  m.  Sarah  L.  Conkling,  15  May, 
1816.  She  died  27  Oct.  1821,  ae.  27  years  ; no  issue.  He  m.  2d.  Eliz- 
abeth II.  Conkling,  9 Feb.  1823.  Rebecca,^  b.  1 May,  1792,  m.  George 
Bridgman  in  1821;  she  d.  12  Sept.  1843.  Joseph,^  b.  30  Aug.  1793,  d. 

15  Sept.  1798.  Nancy,^  b.  2 Feb.  1796,  m.  Alvah  Jones.  Joseph,^  b. 
14  July,  1798,  d.  11  Sept.  1799.  Sarah  A.,®  b.  12  June,  1800,  m.  Her- 
man Hotchkiss,  and  d.  20  July,  834.  Maria,^  b.  12  June,  802.  Jo- 
seph,^ b.  13  May,  1805,  m.  Roxanna  Ladd,  28  April,  1828 ; had  Charles. 
Frances,  Rebecca  &c. 

William®  and  Esther  (Bacon)  Sumner  had  Huldah,^  b.  7 April, 
1822.  William^  b 19  Dec.  1825,  d.  12  March,  1836.  Augustus,^  b. 
25  Jan.  1832. 

John  H.®  and  Elizabeth  (H.  Conkling)  Sumner  had  John  C.®  b.  8 
39 
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April,  1824,  d.  7 Jan.  1825.  John  A.^  b.  4 Aug.  1825.  Sarah  C.^  b. 
21  Dec.  1826.  Elizoheih  M.®  b.  2 May,  1829.  Harriet  b.  2 May, 
1829.  Caroline  U b.  30  Sept.  1836. 


II 

S'' 

i 

1^1 


; 


H.-|> 


'■ii  fl 

I"  »•>  ' ,•’  ( ! I'l  . .s*t 

" ”1  1 


■)■■■■  ,!;ij|j.lii!|%.-  rlr 

•l‘i  l‘  i«Hi  \ “*  ' **“"* 


’ r ■.if!i!>i|.  -I.  -riL' 
" --T" 

w T-Mi'iilii'iiiiiifpll 

f‘<-‘ 

, '•  i tffc- 


Jm, 


